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APHIS De Minimis Exemptions for “Hobby Exhibitors” 

[9 C.F.R. Parts 1, 2 and 3] 

Cat or dog show exhibitors are not “exhibitors” under the Animal Welfare Act; purebred dog and cat 

shows are expressly excluded from this law. [7 U.S.C. §2132]  

Fanciers may need to be a licensed exhibitor if they participate in other activities with their animals 

such as film, television, educational exhibits unless they qualify for the Hobby Exhibitor exemption. 

This exemption also does not apply to any person acting in concert with others where they collectively 

maintain a total of more than eight of the covered animals for exhibition, regardless of possession 

and/or ownership. [9 C.F.R. A.W.R. §2.1(a)(3)(vii)] This analysis applies only to the factors below, analyze 

other activities separately. 

Hobby Exhibitor, Exempt from Licensing 

 

Maintains eight or fewer pet animals 

(animals commonly kept as pets in 

family households in the United States), 

small exotic or wild mammals, and/or 

domesticated farm-type animals. 

[Partial list of covered animals: cats, dogs, rabbits, 

hamsters, guinea pigs, domesticated ferrets, 

chinchillas, cows, goats, pigs, sheep, and llamas.] 
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